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EMERGENCY ORDER #3 

LIMITING PUBLIC GATHERINGS 

The State of Wisconsin is in the midst of a deadly, uncontrolled, and 
exponentially growing spike in cases of COVID-19. The State is the nation's 
COVID-19 hot spot, and intervening measures are necessary to slow the rampage 
of illness and death caused by the virus. 

Without a vaccine, the only tools to slow the spread of COVID-19 are wearing a 
face covering in public, staying at least six feet away from other people when you 
leave your home, washing your hands regularly, and staying home as much as 
possible. Without using these simple but vital life-saving tools, Wisconsin will 
suffer from unnecessary illness and death. 

During the first three months of the pandemic (March-May), when Wisconsin's 
mass gathering bans and Safer at Home orders were in place, Wisconsin 
experienced a total of 20,000 cases of COVID-19. However, after the Legislature 
sued to end Safer at Home, which the Wisconsin Supreme Court ended on May 
13, 2020, the spread of the virus rapidly accelerated. Wisconsin's next 20,000 
cases occurred over six weeks and the subsequent 20,000 occurred in only three 
weeks. 

Wisconsin is now a COVID-19 hotspot. It had the third highest number of new 
cases in the past seven days (17,641 cases), with only California and Texas 
having more new cases (and 6.8 times and 5 times the population, respectively). 
Wisconsin is also third in the nation in new cases per 100,000 residents (303 
cases per 100,000 residents in the past seven days), with only North Dakota and 
South Dakota having higher rates. Compared to neighboring states that have 
statewide mitigation efforts in place, Wisconsin's increase in cases (17,641) over 
the last 7 days is more than double both Minnesota's increase (7,093 cases) and 
Michigan's increase (6,878 cases) (New York Times, October 5, 2020). 

Wisconsin must use all its tools, including keeping people physically apart and 
wearing face coverings, to slow this dangerous spike. The consequences of failing 
to act could be devastating and deadly. Because of the time period between 
infection, diagnosis, and the development of serious symptoms, hospitalizations 
and deaths lag behind case counts. Wisconsin is now experiencing increases in 
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Protecting and promoting the health and safety of the people of Wisconsin 


